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Lisa Yue's Commitment to Curing
Cardiomyopathy
A painful loss led to the establishment of a foundation to raise research
funds for the cause and cure of this fatal disease.

By Paul Fang (Wen Chang Fang)
Published: July 30, 2004; English translation from Chinese article

Five years ago, Lisa Yue experienced the loss of her two infant sons, their cause of death:
cardiomyopathy. Looking at the photos of her smiling boys, she recalls the pain of losing them
and explains how it provided the impetus to find the cause and cure for a relatively unknown
disease called pediatric cardiomyopathy. In 2002, Yue founded the Children’s Cardiomyopathy
Foundation, and she asks for everyone’s generosity and support in helping to fund such a
large research undertaking.

Yue currently lives in Tenafly, New Jersey. She explains that before their elder son Bryan died
suddenly at 11 months in 1999, he looked completely normal and showed no symptoms. After
months of exhaustive research and investigation, it was discovered in an autopsy that the
cause of Bryan’s death was cardiomyopathy.

A year later, they were blessed with the birth of their second son, Kevin. Tragically, Kevin was
also diagnosed with cardiomyopathy. After suffering the lost of Bryan, Lisa Yue and her
husband, Edward Yu, became proactive in finding the proper treatment for Kevin. Unfortu-
nately Kevin passed away at 9 months before a cure was found.

Yue explains, very little is known about cardiomyopathy, a chronic disease that causes the
enlargement and weakening of the heart muscle, which impairs the heart’s ability to pump
blood. The disease has proven far more deadly to children than to adults. Currently, there are
approximately 10,000 children suffering from this disease in the United States. Each year, this
number is increased by 1,000, which is approximately double the number of children born with
HIV.

In spite of the spread of the disease, government and private organizations have done very
little on researching cardiomyopathy. Yue cites the National Heart Lung and Blood Institute as
an example. The institute has mainly concentrated their funding on the research of adult and
geriatric heart diseases, whereas only $68 million was allocated to the research of congenital
heart disease. Out of that, only $4 million is dedicated to pediatric cardiomyopathy, which is



considered to be a small amount of funding to be spent on research. This is one of the main
reasons why information on pediatric cardiomyopathy is severely lacking.

For example, the current collection of a national blood-and–tissue sample is the first step to
finding the cause and cure. Collaborating with six hospitals in the first year to gather 50 such
samples will cost $150,000. Such expenses will increase each year. Yue hopes that the lack of
funding will not lead to the discontinuation of this kind of research initiative.

Yue is determined to find the cause and cure of cardiomyopathy. In her pursuit, she has given
up her high paying job as the Asia regional marketing director for Sony Pictures Entertainment.
She now cares for her 4-year-old adopted daughter Michelle and 19-months-old birth daughter
Audrey, all the while managing the Children’s Cardiomyopathy Foundation.

With insufficient resources and limited funding, Yue alone takes on the work of the foundation’s
public relations, sales and fund raising. It is common practice for her to work until 2 to 3 in the
morning. Still, she remains relentless in her care for the many children and families with
pediatric cardiomyopathy.

Yue hopes to raise the general public's awareness of pediatric cardiomyopathy, provide a
forum for patients and family to exchange ideas and support, and assist families in finding the
best medical resources. If you would like to learn more about pediatric cardiomyopathy or to
make a donation, please call (201) 227-8852 or visit www.childrenscardiomyopathy.org.

Original Chinese article attached below.
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